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AMB 1. Embassy understands that military junta delegates have fired

5C1 . _

PQL significant numbers of personnel at both the National Institute

FAS

ECOM Tor Industrial Technology (INTI) and the National Institute for

POL/R .

USIS Agricultural Technology (INTA). Alsoc, there have been some

CHRCN
arrested in both organizations.
2, At INTA, we understand some 180 have been fired out of 6000
employees, countrywide. We have no rpt no firm flgure on number
arrested, but believe is is of order of magnitude of twenty (20). - —
Arrests, we understand, were principally at Castelar and probably

1. VYOuTA |
include scme connected with Beescmy Dept. and Graduate School. ( Sa...‘_i >
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sevppidnmewesmietl imdieebins history of agitation and/or

(1eftist) extremism, Dept. will recall that, pa.r‘ticularly

M

A, there was an anti-American vendetta during Campora

— —— 2.6,
presidency which resulted i siderable difficulty Ipr ¢’ 24

researchers with history of ties to U.S5, Situation now appears W

: / to be largely reversed, and it is the anti-Americans and leftist
extremists who are being sacked. We would not rpt not be

: .;Sux'prised, however, if mistakes were made in some bg’é.eflinel
cases. Thus, while general thrust of current clesnout will ! UL
improve U,S.-Argentine ccllaboration possibilities, there méy

well be individual cases of nature cited reftel, and Embassy

will endeavor to report as suggested.' wg‘&\%‘-}
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information identifying individuals as leftist eftremists. No accusations

of corruption have been made in these cases. Dept will recall that in Campora

and Juan Peron eras thexxoms extreme leftist was appointed head of INTA and

there followed an anti-iS vendetta which resulted in firings and threats against

‘those_'with US connections or sympaties, While the leadership of INTA has changed

and it has become nxxx less unwilling to work with US, a substantial'amount of

hostiiiti remained among staff, which was widely known among Argentine colleagues

as of predominantly leftist sympathies. Given the history of. persecution of
and the institute&s repmtation,

staff - members aSSOCIated with US{ it would not be surprising if some old scores

are belng settled by denunc1at10ns to mllltary. Undoubtedly some of the practices

» as in the last, ’

in removing staff members in this instance/bave been arbitrary.

4, Embassy will continue to follow thise and similar cases to test the sinceritf

of GCA's expressed concern for human rights. Ziee-tnack_:ecn;d_in_EhE_first

tun_weeks—heo-besr-aREmmmitn b ke METOVERERE ” ovel “tieapmeyious gnxe:nmgg_t.;
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